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Agenda 
• Defining the “E’s” 

 
• The “E’s” & College Readiness for the CSU 

 
• Exploring the “E’s” 

• EAP: Ready, Conditional & Not Ready 
• CSU Placement Tests: EPT & ELM 
• Early Start Program 

 
• Resources 



• EAP: Early Assessment Program 
• ELM: Entry Level Mathematics Exam 
• EPT: English Placement Test 
• Early Start Program 

Definitions 

EAP>ELM/EPT>Early Start 
• Think of the exams like a progression 
• Each preceding exam leads into the other 



College Readiness for the CSU 
• College Readiness basic definition -  A College Ready Student 

at the CSU: 
 

 
 

 
Is eligible to register for college level English and 
mathematics courses in their first semester of college, 
typically avoiding any remediation  



The 4 “E’s” Lead to College Readiness  
• FTF can demonstrate readiness before their first fall semester: 

 

• The EAP/CAASP  Junior Year in HS 
• SAT/ACT and AP  Junior/Senior Year in HS 
• ELM/EPT (Placement Tests) Senior Year in HS (second semester) 
• Early Start   Summer prior to first fall semester 

 
 
 

EAP SAT/ACT
/AP 

EPT/ELM 
Early 
Start 



Test Administered in the second 
semester of the junior year 

Early Assessment Program 
& the Smarter Balanced 

Assessment 



Through the 11th grade 
CAASPP Smarter 
Balanced Assessment, 
the EAP determines 
students’ readiness for 
college level coursework 
at the CSU or 
participating CCC. This 
can helps students 
potentially avoid   
remediation classes!  

The Early Assessment Program 



Benefits of the EAP 
• Ability to formally Demonstrate Readiness for the CSU 

• Avoid remediation and can register for college level math/English in the 
first fall semester at any CSU or participating CCC 
 

• Exemption from EPT/ELM 
 

• Exemption from Early Start 
 

• Ability to identify skill level in math/English and take steps 
increase skill during senior year 
 



SBAC Achievement Standards 
Translated to EAP Results 

• Standard Exceeded          Ready  
• Able to register for college level math and/or English in first fall semester to the 

CSU (upon admission) – any campus 

 
• Standard Met          Ready-Conditional 

• Also ready, but must take a higher level course in senior year 
• No EPT/ELM required. Recommended if struggling in Senor Year Exp course 
• Early Start required if Conditional status NOT met 

 
• Standard Nearly or Not Met           Not Demonstrating Readiness  

• Must demonstrate readiness for the CSU through another means 

 
• NOTE: Participating community colleges are excepting EAP Ready and/or Conditional 

statuses 

 
 
 



 Senior Year Experience Options (CSUSuccess.org) 
• English 

• AP English 
• Honors English (as noted on the UC A-G List) 
• IB Baccalaureate English 
• ERWC 
 

• Math 
• Courses with Alg II or IM III as a prerequisite 
• Alg II repeated in the Sr. year no longer counts 
 

• Common Core Math  
• CSU will use adopted common core math sequences 
• Courses above the Math III will qualify 

 
 

 
 

Conditional Status 

Note: Taking one of these courses in the senior year without also being 
Conditional will not allow a student to demonstrate readiness for the CSU. 



Note: old SAT cut-offs shown here 





How do I know what I have to take? 
A. Refer to Campus Portal “To Do” List. 



EPT & ELM: CSU 
PLACEMENT TESTS 

Test Administered in the second 
semester of the senior year 



ELM/EPT Placement Exams 

Q. When should students take the ELM/EPT if they are 
required to take it? 
A. As soon as they are admitted to a CSU campus 
 
Q. Where can I take the exam? 
A. Any nearby CSU campus. 
 
Q. How do I know what dates are being offered? 
A. Visit www.ets.org/csu  

http://www.ets.org/csu


www.ets.org/csu 
ELM/EPT Placement Exams 





• Last Exam to Take is usually May 
• Encourage Students to Register early 



 
Q. What happens if I don’t take ELM/EPT and I am required to? 
 

A. Student will receive a hold on their record preventing them 
from enrolling.  Hold will not be removed until student takes 
exam and we receive scores.  Once student takes ELM/EPT, 
based on their scores, they may have to participate in Early 
Start. 
 

Note:  consequences for missing the EPT/ELM deadlines vary by 
 campus 



English Placement Test (EPT) 

http://www.calstate.edu/sas/documents/focusonenglish.pdf  

Resources for the 

EPT Guide for 
students and teachers 
  
• Sample questions 

 
• Tips for Teachers 

 
• Calibrated Peer 

Review 
 
 

http://www.calstate.edu/sas/documents/focusonenglish.pdf


www.CSUSuccess.org  

http://www.csusuccess.org/


www.csuenglishsuccess.org 



www.csuenglishsuccess.org 



Entry Level Mathematics (ELM) 

http://www.calstate.edu/SAS/documents/focusonmath.pdf 

ELM Guide for 
students and teachers 
  
• Sample questions 

 
• Tips for Teachers 

 
 
 

Resources for the 



www.csumathsuccess.org 



www.csumathsuccess.org 



• CSU Mobile Site for 
• ELM ( www.CSUMathSuccess.org) 
• EPT ( www.CSUEnglishSuccess.org)  

http://www.csumathsuccess.org/
http://www.csuenglishsuccess.org/






“Conditionally Ready” and the 
EPT/ELM 

What It Means 
• Student may have to take ELM/EPT 

Placement Exams 
• Student may have to participate in 

Early Start (dependent on how they 
do on ELM/EPT) 

• Based upon whether or not a 
student is taking an appropriate 12th 
grade class 

Deemed Conditional based on any of 
the following reasons 
 

Note: old SAT cut-offs shown here 



Q. I wasn’t conditionally exempt based upon my EAP, but I’m enrolled in a 
senior year experience course. Do I still have to take the ELM/EPT? 
 
 
A. Unless exempt based on the SAT, ACT, or AP score, then yes the EPT and/or 
ELM must be taken.  

Test CSU Conditionally Ready Cut 
Score College Ready Cut Score 

SAT Math 520 570 
SAT Reading 510 550 

ACT Math 20 23 
ACT English 19 22 

New SAT Cut Scores for College Readiness 



A. Early Start is needed 
 

B. The level of remediation required varies by campus. Some 
campuses require the student to take the lowest level Early Start 
math and/or English remedial course, and other campuses may 
place the student in the highest level of remediation. 

Q. I was conditionally exempt and did not complete my Senior Year 
Experience course and did not take the ELM/EPT, what happens to me? 



EARLY START 

Remediation in the summer prior to the 
first fall semester 



EARLY START 

The goal of Early Start is to better prepare students in math 
and English before their first semester, thereby improving 
their chances of completing a college degree. 

Early Start requires incoming first time freshman who do not 
demonstrate readiness for college-level math and/or English to 
begin remediation during the summer before coming to the CSU. 
 



1. Students can take Early Start (ESP) classes at any CSU (Service vs. Destination 
campuses) 
 

2. Units vary between 1 and 4 for ESP classes 
 

3. Students with an EFC of $5,000 or less are granted a fee waiver for the cost of 
the class(es). ESP courses are $182 per unit 
 

4. Some ESP courses only satisfy the ESP requirement, and others fulfill the ESP 
and remediation requirements. Different campuses offer different options 
 

5. The following are exempt from ESP: 
1. International Students 
2. Residents of other states 
3. Late admits (for example, after August 1 at CSU Fullerton) 

Basic Early Start Information 



How do I notify my campus where I plan to take Early Start? 

By completing the Early Start “Smart Page” on their portal 

On the Smart Page, 
students: 
  
• Are able to view their 

ELM/EPT status 
 

• Declare where they 
intend to fulfill their 
ESP requirement 
 

 
 



Where can I take courses at? 

www.csusuccess.org/earlystart 







Different Dates Throughout Summer 



Different Units; Method of Delivery 



Course Description & What Requirement It Satisfies 



Early Start Deadlines… 
Some deadlines may vary by campus. Example below is from CSU Fullerton 



Q. If I am a service student, how does my destination campus receive my 
grade/score? 
 
A. Campuses submit to a system-wide database if a student has 

completed the requirement. CSU campuses have access to this 
database. 

 
Q. What happens if I don’t participate in Early Start and I am required 
to? 
 
A. Consequences vary by campus. Could result in a hold on your record 
preventing enrollment for the fall or mandatory enrollment in specific 
classes. 



RECAP & 
RESOURCES 

College Readiness 
CSU Success 
Smarter Balanced 



College Readiness is a BIG Deal 
 

EAP Test Results: ready, conditional, not ready 

2nd Opportunity 

Early Start 

CSU Placement Tests  

High SAT/ACT Scores, AP exams, etc. 

1st Opportunity 

3rd Opportunity 

4th Opportunity 

 In addition to above, ERWC & SMI provide developmental support helping to improve students’ 
skills in Math and English.  

GOAL: to reduce remediation and increase the number of students entering College Ready! 
http://ed.fullerton.edu/collegereadiness 

http://ed.fullerton.edu/collegereadiness


Resources – College Readiness 
 
CSUF College Readiness Website: 
http://Ed.fullerton.edu/collegereadiness  
 
Success Website: 
www.CSUSuccess.org   

 

http://ed.fullerton.edu/collegereadiness
http://www.csusuccess.org/


Resources – Smarter Balanced 

 
• Smarter Balanced Info 

• http://www.smarterbalanced.org/ 
 

• Test Prep information, rubrics, FAQ 
• http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/ 

 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/practice-test/


Contact & Questions 
 

 
Larry Chapa, CSUF 

Lchapa@fullerton.edu 
(657) 278-8386 

 
CSUF EAP Office 

EAP@fullerton.edu  
(657) 278-8592 

Thank You! 

mailto:Lchapa@fullerton.edu
mailto:EAP@fullerton.edu
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